[image: image1.jpg]Amelia Business
Network





Can anyone come to an ABN luncheon at any time?
Private invitations are sent out to members and their invited guests one week prior to the luncheon. Invited Guests and Active Members must RSVP by 2pm on the Friday prior to the luncheon if they are planning to attend. Reservations are not accepted after the 2pm Friday deadline. Luncheon cost is $15, payable at check-in.
How does someone become an Active Member?
We ask that guests attend at least three meetings over a four month period and demonstrate, by their actions, a desire to be a part of the group activities and outreach. At that point, the membership committee will review their overall involvement, as well as any feedback received from the current active membership. An offer of active membership will be extended once the membership committee has received sufficient feedback from current active members and agrees that an offer of membership should be extended.
All Active Members will have their line of business protected from direct competition and/or conflict of interest within the group. 
Can someone who has visited previous ABN luncheons invite a guest?
We ask that a person attain Active Member status prior to extending luncheon invitations. This guideline is in place to give guests and returning guests an opportunity to fully acclimate to how the group functions and operates. It also insures that they get to know the Active Members of the group on a more personal level prior to inviting guest of their own. There are no exceptions.
Do active members pay monthly or annual dues?
We do not currently charge annual dues for membership. The only financial obligation for ABN members or guests is the cost of the luncheon each month ($15). This cost is the same for active members and guests.
Do active members have any other responsibilities or obligations?

· Active members are responsible to provide business cards that promote the line of business that they represent and that line of business only. These cards are kept in a notebook that is displayed on the promotions table during luncheons. It is a member’s responsibility to check the book and ensure that their cards are fully stocked. 

· Active members are responsible to RSVP for all luncheons. If they are planning to attend, they select their lunch item from the menu. If they are unable to attend, they indicate their inability to attend the luncheon. Repeated failure to RSVP for luncheons may be reviewed by the membership committee as just cause to revoke active membership status.
· Active members are also responsible to refer business and initiate contacts and introductions between their circle of clients and other members of the group as opportunity to do so arises.
· Active members are also allowed to submit information for the newsletter about local events in which they will be personally involved. We try to promote our members and our community in any way possible. 

· Active members may also submit promotions, or special offers by way of advertisement of from their business through the newsletter at no charge as a part of their membership. 

· We also ask that all active members be involved in seeing that the monthly newsletter reaches as many people as possible each month by forwarding the newsletter to friends and clients, or by requesting that friends and clients add their name to the newsletter mailing list. 

· Active Members also have the opportunity to provide webpage links to their personal, business or social media sites (FaceBook / MySpace / Biznik). All webpage links will be reviewed by the membership committee for appropriateness prior to being added to the newsletter.
What can happen that would cause a member to lose their membership?
An Active Member shall be considered Inactive if they fail to attend 3 consecutive luncheons. This would be considered a forfeiture of membership and their line of business would be open to be filled by someone new. 
  

Being unable to break away from work for three consecutive months will not be considered a valid reason. Every Active Member of the group sets aside time to attend the luncheons. At times this requires them to put some things on hold that are in need of direct attention so that they can attend.  
Repeated failure to respond to luncheon RSVPs, or a general lack of involvement with group activities and community outreach (newsletter & member promoted functions) could also lead a review of membership by the membership committee.
Actions or displays of poor attitude that could be deemed as detrimental to group cohesiveness would also be reviewed by the membership committee. 
Still have some questions? 
E-mail Mark Combs at AmeliaBusinessNetwork@gmail.com
This E-mail account is for dedicated ABN correspondence only. Please do not forward humorous stories or “Chain Letters” to this address. 
